St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

Orange

Angel of Gladness

As you look toward the left-hand side of the altar at St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church, a brilliant blue window, titled Angel of Gladness, will immediately catch your attention. Commissioned from Tiffany Studios in 1919, it was given to the church by Kate Burwell Williams in 1920 as a memorial dedicated to her parents and brother. Their names and life spans can be seen at the bottom of the window, where you will also find the Tiffany Studios logo and date.  

Memorial windows were one of Tiffany Studios’ most popular commissions for ecclesiastical interiors. In early marketing campaigns for these types of windows, it was stated that a Tiffany window “most fitly expresses the life and character of the one memorialized.” Upon looking at the subject and execution of the window at St. Thomas’, one can surmise that those in whose memory this window was made were held in high regard.

An angel fills the composition, clothed in glistening white robes and holding aloft a scroll bearing words from The Beatitudes, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” The words “Rejoice and be exceeding glad” are found inscribed near the bottom of the window. Outlining the central panel are 12 large fleurs-de-lis, usually symbolic of Mary and the Holy Trinity. 

As in most Tiffany windows, the words, as well as the face and limbs of the figure, were painted on top of the glass with enamel and then fired so the painted enamel could adhere to the surface. Drapery glass, which is made by folding sheets of molten glass with large paddles, makes up the fabric of the angel’s dress. Her wings are most likely feather glass, a material made specifically for articulating angels’ wings. This effect was produced by hand-rolling glass onto a marver, which is a polished steel plate attached to a table. Streaky glass is used to depict the area of the sky above the angel’s banner. The streaky quality of the material is a result of a sheet of molten glass being manipulated with a rod. Areas of glass are pulled through one another, similar to the process used to marble paper. 

The multicolored appearance of all of the colored sections is intrinsic to the character of the glass. Several colors were combined as the glass was created— one of the qualities that made Tiffany glass stand out amongst its competitors. Exquisite tints of blue and purple surround the angel, giving an overall impression of etherealness and a fitting memorial to the loved ones for which it was created.

