Maymont Mansion 

Richmond

Landscape

One of the great treasures of the Maymont Mansion in Richmond, Virginia, is an impressive stained-glass window by Tiffany Glass and Decorating Company.  Soaring 15 feet above the grand staircase, the window is one of the largest, existing residential Tiffany windows on public display in Virginia.  

In 1886, James H. Dooley, a prominent business and civic leader, and his wife, Sallie May Dooley, a published author and a lover of gardens, began to plan their new home amidst a picturesque, 100-acre landscape on the James River.  The castle-like exterior contrasts markedly with the glittering Gilded Age opulence of the interiors that are filled with original furnishings, artwork, and decorative objects including a unique silver dressing table and chair by Tiffany & Company.   Maymont was the grandest Richmond residence of the 1890s, embracing the high-style décor of the day, which was characterized by an affinity for European elegance, the artful layering of various historical and exotic styles, and rich embellishments—including frescoed ceilings, fine woodwork, elaborate stenciling, and stained glass.  

At the heart of the mansion, a Tiffany window— designed to make a dramatic first impression on the Dooleys’ guests— fills the entire south-facing wall and towers three floors above the Living Hall. When the Maymont mansion was under construction, Louis Comfort Tiffany was recognized as one of America’s pre-eminent designers, and his firm, Tiffany Glass and Decorating Company, (as it was then known) was the largest stained-glass studio in the country.   Installation of the window was a noteworthy local event, making the front page of a Richmond newspaper on October 4, 1892: “Major Dooley’s handsome window executed by Tiffany has been received and placed in position in his palatial stone house. . . .”   

The Maymont window is divided into two major sections.  The lower section is depicts Christ entering a doorway with a woman and small child in the foreground.  A banner near the top of this panel quotes Luke 10:5— “Peace Be Unto This House.” Characteristic of Tiffany’s techniques, plated and drapery glass were used to form Christ’s robes.  Two panels with angel-head medallions flank the central panel.   The upper section of six panels is a luminous expression of the Art Nouveau style with swirling grapevines and clusters of grapes in brilliant hues of blue, aqua, purple and gold. Maymont’s stained glass window is an important feature of the mansion and one reason why it is recognized as representative of an era of conspicuous consumption when Tiffany’s artistry adorned the sumptuous décor of elite dwellings around the country.  

