Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Roanoke

Saint John the Evangelist
A young Saint John, with flowing curls steps forward from a picturesque landscape. He is gazing up to purple-blue heavens, perhaps after reading from the open book in his hand and lifting the hood of his robes, oblivious to onlookers below. This figural window, installed in the north side of the nave at Saint John’s Episcopal Church, was made by Tiffany Studios in 1927. Church records indicate that the Saint John window was commissioned by Mrs. Mary Lee Jeffrey in memory of her brother, James F. Lee, a vestryman of the church and a dry goods businessman in Roanoke. A representative from Tiffany Studios came to Roanoke to submit the design in person. The vestry unanimously voted for its installation. Memorial windows depicting biblical figures were the most popular ecclesiastical commissions— even into the 1920s, after Tiffany himself had retired. In fact, the furnaces that produced the glass for Tiffany products closed in 1924, therefore all windows created after this date were made with glass already in stock.
Staint John, one of the Four Evangelists, is holding a book of scrolls, an object traditionally associated with him as a symbol of his literary skills. His robes are depicted in varying shades of pink and white drapery glass, made by folding sheets of molten glass with large paddles to achieve a sculptural and billowing quality. Saint John’s face, feet, and arms are painted with enamel, a method used by Tiffany Studios strictly for articulating human attributes. The right-hand side of the landscape surrounding Saint John is dominated by a tree, while the left includes a water feature. Both the tree trunk and water are made of ripple glass. This type of glass was created by slowly moving molten glass through textured marvers, or rollers, and then speeding up the movement. The glass then cooled, leaving a rippled surface, much like ripples in water. It was also used to simulate textured surfaces like bark. The signature “Louis C. Tiffany,” which appears on the window does not indicate Tiffany made it himself, rather it was a trademark signifying the quality of the product— a beautiful memorial to James F. Lee.
