VMFEA

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

MOROCCAN DISCOVERY

FroM THE IMPERIAL CITIES TO THE SAHARA
March 23-April 5, 2018

14 days from $5,179 total price from Washington, DC
($4,495 air & land inclusive plus $684 airline taxes and fees)
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An Exclusive Small Group Tour for
Members of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts




VMEA

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Dear VMFA Members,

We invite you to join us on a special 14-day journey to Morocco! From the imperial cities of Rabat, Fez,
and Marrakech to the imposing High Atlas Mountains and the vast Sahara, explore Morocco’s unique
history and culture.

Visit five UNESCO World Heritage sites, including Meknes, Morocco’s youngest imperial city; Volubilis, with
its impressive ancient Roman ruins; and Fez, Morocco’s oldest imperial city, prized for its cultural, religious,
and educational institutions. Follow an ancient caravan route in the High Atlas Mountains; see spectacular
Todra Gorge; and travel to Ait ben-Haddou, a fortified city and UNESCO World Heritage site. A highlight
will be our excursion to the towering sand dunes at Merzouga on the edge of the Sahara, followed by a camel
ride to watch the sun set over this dramatic landscape. Spend three nights in alluring Marrakech before
concluding your adventure in storied Casablanca.

Space on this program is limited to only VMFA members. We expect it will fill quickly; your early reservations
are encouraged.

Sincerely,

dé/za[céz;umdzs%ok\

Adele “Hutch” Livingston
Coordinator of Member Travel

VMFA RESERVATION FORM - MOROCCAN DISCOVERY

Enclosed is my/our deposit for $ ($500 per person) for ____ person(s) on Moroccan Discovery departing
March 23, 2018. |/We understand the final payment is due at least 95 days prior to departure. Payment may
be made by American Express, Discover, MasterCard, VISA, or by personal check. Please make check payable
to Odysseys Unlimited, Inc., and send, with completed reservation form, to: Odysseys Unlimited, Inc., Attn:
Special Interest Groups, One Newton Place, 275 Washington Street, Suite 300, Newton, MA 02458. Or
you may call Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. toll-free at 888-370-6765, or fax your reservation to 617-454-9199.

Full Passport Name Date of Birth Gender

Full Passport Name Date of Birth Gender
Address

City State ZIP

Home Phone ( ) Cell Phone ( )

E-mail Badge Name(s)

Please book my/our air from |/We request an air upgrade to

| will share a room with | request a single room (limited availability) Q

Please Note: The undersigned has read the schedule of activities for Moroccan Discovery, March 23-April 5,
2018, and agrees that their signature below represents their acceptance of the General Terms & Conditions.

Signature(s) Date

Method of Payment Q0 Check 0 American Express U Discover 1 MasterCard QVISA

Account # Security Code Exp. Date

Name of Cardholder

Signature

Final invoicing will be sent by our tour operator, Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. The balance of the program price must be paid to
Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. Final payment is due 95 days prior to departure and is payable by check or credit card.



MoOROCCAN DISCOVERY

From the Imperial Cities to the Sahara

14 days from $5,179 total price from Washington, DC
($4,495 air & land inclusive plus $684 airline taxes and fees)

bis land of dramatic contrasts invites us to encounter its ancient ruins and sacred

mosques, endless desert and storied mountains, imposing kasbabs and spirited
souks. As we travel from the imperial cities of Rabat, Fez, and Marrakech to the
High Atlas and vast Sabara, we open our eyes, and hearts, to a truly foreign land,
an age-old culture, and genuinely hospitable people.
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Small Group Tour Highlights

Private Sahara sunset excursion and camel ride on the
dunes e Visits to five UNESCO World Heritage sites
Ancient ruins of Volubilis ¢ Scenic “Route of a Thousand
Kasbahs” e Dramatic Todra Gorge and Atlas Mountain
scenery ® Kasbah of Ait ben-Haddou e Fez touring e
Marrakech’s medina and Djemaa el Fna Square e Storied
Casablanca and Hassan Il mosque e Outstanding accom-
modations

Day lItinerary Hotel Rating

1 Depart U.S. for Casablanca

2-3 Rabat La Tour Hassan e A
Class

4-6 Fez Hotel Sahrai Deluxe

Le Palais .

7-8 Erfoud du Desért First Class

9 Ouarzazate Le Berbere Palace S s
Class

10-12 Marrakech Sofitel Marrakech  Deluxe

13 Casablanca AL SN Deluxe

Casablanca
14 Depart Casablanca for U.S.

Ratings are based on the Hotel & Travel Index, the travel
industry standard reference.

Day 1: Depart U.S. for Casablanca, Morocco

Day 2: Arrive Casablanca/Rabat Upon arrival this
afternoon in Casablanca, the commercial center of
Morocco, we transfer by coach to Rabat and our hotel
located near famed Hassan Tower. We have time to
relax and refresh before dinner tonight at the hotel. D

Day 3: Rabat One of Morocco’s four ancient
capitals, or imperial cities, Rabat is again the country’s
capital, at once historic and contemporary, as we dis-
cover on today’s tour. We visit the fortified Kasbah of
the Oudaias, the peaceful Andalusian Gardens, and the
necropolis of Chellah, built on ancient Roman ruins.
Then we cross the river to Sale for lunch in a private
home, followed by a visit to the new Mohammed VI
contemporary art museum and a walk through the
medina. We return to our hotel late afternoon; tonight
we enjoy a welcome dinner of traditional Moroccan
fare at acclaimed Dinarjat in Rabat’s Old Town. B,L,D

Day 4: Rabat/Meknes/Volubilis/Fez This morn-
ing we depart Rabat for Fez, stopping along the way
in Meknes, Morocco’s youngest imperial city (and
UNESCO World Heritage site). We visit the Bab
el Mansour gateway and the ruins of the imper-

ial stables before lunch in a local restaurant. Then
we continue on to the ancient Roman ruins at the
UNESCO site of Volubilis, known for its intricate
and colorful mosaics. Late afternoon we reach Fez
and our elegant hotel adjacent to the medina, another
UNESCO World Heritage site. B,L,D

Day 5: Fez Today we explore Morocco’s oldest
imperial city, considered the “Athens of Africa” for
its wealth of cultural, educational, and religious
institutions. We begin with a walking tour of Fez’s
fascinating mzedina, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
focusing on the artisans’ quarters, the 14*-century
Koranic schools, and Al Karaouine, the medieval
theological university. After lunch together in the
medina, we tour the old mellub (Jewish quarter) and
its 17%-century synagogue, the royal gates, and the
Museum of Fez. Tonight we enjoy a private dinner
at an intimate family-run 7iad in Fez. B,L,D

Cover photo: See the beautifully proportioned Koutoubia Mosque in Marrakech.



On Days 9 and 10, we travel through the High Atlas.

Day 6: Fez This morning we return to the medina
to discover some hidden treasures, including the
Blue Gate, the most picturesque of all the Old City’s
historic gates; the medieval school of Bouanania; and
the 12*-century home of Jewish scholar Maimonides.
We also visit the traditional quarter to watch artisans
craft the acclaimed Fez pottery and ceramics. The
remainder of the afternoon is free for independent
exploration and lunch on our own. B,D

Day 7: Fez/Midelt/Erfoud Traveling inland today,
we cross the fertile plains beyond Fez and continue
through the Middle Atlas mountain range. We stop
in the small town of Midelt for lunch. Continuing
on, we cross the Ziz River, passing rows of sky-scrap-
ing palm trees and fortified villages before reaching
our kasbah-style hotel in Erfoud late in the day. Din-
ner tonight is at our hotel. B,L,D

Day 8: Erfoud/Rissani/Merzouga This morning
we visit the city of Rissani, with its 18"-century ksar,

a virtually impenetrable warren of alleys. We enjoy a
tour highlight this afternoon as we set out on a sunset
excursion to the breathtakingly beautiful sand dunes at
Merzouga on the edge of the Sahara. In the enormous
silence we watch the sun set over the desert as we take
a camel ride along the erg. Following this experience,
we'll have dinner together in this desert setting before
returning to our hotel tonight. B,L,D

Day 9: Erfoud/Tinehir/Todra Gorge/Ouarzazate
Our destination today is in the snowtopped High
Atlas. The day features one beautiful scene after
another, including the village of Tinehir, a stunning
mountain oasis rising on a series of riverside terraces
lush with palm trees; and the spectacular 984-foot
Todra Gorge, home to a variety of rare bird and
plant species. Following lunch here we visit El Kelaa

des Mgouna, known for its roses, then set out on

the fabled “Route of a Thousand Kasbahs” ancient
caravan route, a region of fortresses with elaborately
decorated facades. Late afternoon we reach the town
of Ouarzazate (the “door of the desert”) where we
spend the night. B,L,D

Day 10: Ouarzazate/Ait ben-Haddou/Marrakech
En route to Marrakech today, we stop first at uninhab-
ited Ait ben-Haddou, a UNESCO World Heritage
site and one of southern Morocco’s most scenic
villages that is often used as a location for fashion and
film shoots. Its old section consists of deep red kasbahs
packed together so tightly they appear to be a single
unit. Then as we begin our descent from the High
Atlas, we pass through typical villages with fortified
walls and stone houses with earthen roofs. In Tizi
N’Tichka, we traverse the Pass of the Pastures (alt.

Traditional Moroccan tile work



ALL SUNSHINE
MAKES THE DESERT.

— ARAB PROVERB

7,415 feet), where life is much as it was centuries ago:
shepherds bring their flocks to the high pastures every
summer, then return with them to their villages in
autumn. We arrive in Marrakech late this afternoon
and dine tonight at our hotel. B,L,D

Day 11: Marrakech Once the capital of southern
Morocco, the imperial city of Marrakech is an allur-
ing oasis with a temperate climate, distinct charm, and
fascinating sights. Our day-long tour includes the
beautifully proportioned Koutoubia Mosque with its
distinctive 282-foot minaret visible from miles away;
the lovely Andalusian-style El Bahia Palace (part of
which is still used by the royal family); and the ruins of
16™-century Palais El Badii. After lunch at our hotel,
mid-afternoon we embark on a walking tour of the
medina, ending at Djemaa el Fna Square, a UNESCO
site and the heart of Marrakech, crowded with snake
charmers, entertainers, storytellers, musicians, barbers,
and sellers of fruit, water, and spices. Dinner tonight
is on our own in this exotic city. B,L

Day 12: Marrakech This morning we travel by
horse-drawn carriage from Menara Park to Majorelle
Gardens, a private botanical garden with some 15 spe-
cies of birds native to North Africa and known for its
cobalt blue accents. Following a tour of the gardens we
visit the newly renovated Berber Museum here, with art
and artifacts reflecting Berber culture in Morocco. The
afternoon is at leisure before dinner tonight at a local
restaurant in the city’s Old Town. B,D

Day 13: Marrakech/Casablanca We leave
Marrakech this morning by coach for storied Casa-
blanca, Morocco’s largest and most cosmopolitan
city. After a brief orientation tour of the city, we visit
the magnificent Hassan IT Mosque, Morocco’s only
functioning mosque open to non-Muslims. Tonight
we celebrate our Moroccan adventure at a farewell
dinner at a local restaurant. B,D

Day 14: Depart for U.S. After breakfast this

morning we transfer to the airport for our return
flight to the U.S. B

Your Tour Price Includes

® Round-trip air transportation from listed cities

¢ 12 nights’ accommodations in Deluxe, Superior
First Class, and First Class hotels

® 31 meals: 12 breakfasts, 8 lunches, 11 dinners

® Extensive sightseeing as described, including all
entrance fees

e Services of an Odysseys Unlimited Tour Director

 Private motorcoach transportation throughout your
trip

¢ Luggage handling for one bag per person

¢ Gratuities for local guides, dining room servers,
airport and hotel porters, and all drivers

We watch the sun set over the Sahara on Day 8.

Tour Departs: March 23, 2018

Prices include int’l airfare and all taxes, surcharges, and fees.

Boston, New York, Washington, DC $5,179
Atlanta, Chicago $5,379
Balti Charlotte, Detroit

altimore, ar.'o ‘e, ‘er0| - $5,479
Los Angeles, Miami, Philadelphia
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas,
D H Mi li

enver, oustor.l, inneapolis, $5,579
Orlando, Phoenix, Portland (OR),
San Francisco, Seattle, Tampa
Land Only (transfers not included) $4,095

Please call if your city is not listed. Prices are per person
based on double occupancy and include airline taxes,
surcharges, and fees of $684, which are subject to
change until final payment is made.

Single travelers please add $1,395.

Airline upgrades on round-trip Trans-Atlantic flight:
Business Class — $3,795 per person; Premium Economy —
$1,195 per person (upgrades are subject to availability
and pricing is subject to change). Upgrade costs are in
addition to the costs above.

All tour prices above (excluding airline taxes, surcharges,
and fees) are guaranteed.

Please note: This trip is moderately active and
involves walking up to 2-3 miles per day, up hills or
stairs, on uneven or cobblestone streets, and at sites
of ancient ruins. You should be in good physical con-
dition to enjoy the tour to its fullest.

For reservations and information, please
call Odysseys Unlimited, Inc. toll-free at

888-370-6765
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-7:00 PM, Eastern Time

For further information, contact VMFA
Member Travel at

804-340-1519



S10C S [14dy-£7 qoavpyy

iOODJ0dO0IN OL 4NOL V4IAA
JAISNTOX3 NV NO SN NIor

"oul ‘paywiun
skassApO
aivd
39VISOd 'S'N
piepuels
palI0sald

£00¥-02ZET VA ‘Puowydly
pieAsInog ‘N 00¢
[oAB1L VANA

SL¥V INI4 40 WNISNW VINIOHIA

A

\

4 A

*1n0} siy} ul sagueya 10 Ino} SIY} Jo uollejjeoued wolj Sul}nsal ssoj Aue 10j A}jiqer] Aue aAey jou [eys "ou| ‘payiwiun
sAassApQ ‘sjuawaBuelie Jle Uumo InoA ayew 03 asooyd noA j| sagueyd 10} saijeuad ysiy Yyym asoy} 1o s}ayd1} ajqe
-punjai-uou aseyaind Jo0u Op NOA ‘SUOIJBAIISAI SBUIMIE UMO INOA 3)ew 0} 3S00YD NOA Ji Jey) puawiodadl am ‘aw} Aue je
a8ueyd 03 393[qns aie sa|Npayos 1ie o1} P pue |euoljeulaljul dUlS 'SIN0} }SOW UO 3|ge|IeA. S AluQ pueT ‘syuswaguelle
[9AR1) UMO INOA 9xew 0} Jayaid NoA J| “Sea) pue saxe) auljile pue ‘sapei3dn ‘salep [aAel) aleula e ‘sianodols ‘[ensooe ages)|iw
JaA)y anbauy ‘01 payiwi| Jou Ing ‘Suipnjoul ‘Ajdde suonoLISal J9Yl0 ‘S19xd1) Jojesado INo} JO dinjeu dy) 0} dnQ “sjuswugisse
jeas Aue 99} ng 0} a|q s1 "ou| ‘pajyiwiun sAassApQ "ury23ayd podiie je papiroid si ysi jeuoijeusajul Inok uo
jJuawugisse 1eas Jey} ajou aseajd 2inuedap 0} joud syjuow 4z Ajl@1ewixoidde ajnpayos Jie Areuiwijaid INoA aA190a1 ||Im
NoA "sejes dnoig Jomo| sy 1e s|gejieAeun aoud e Je aq Aew }l ‘UOIIOBULOD J031IP SI0W B 1910 Aew aullie Jayjoue ajiym “duy
2J13US INOA J0) A1BSS23U BnjeA pue ‘S3UNOI ‘90IAISS JO [9A3] BY} 9pIAcId S|9a) Auedwod Sy} Saulllie 9SOy} UM S}0eIIu0d
pue ‘umoys se sano Aemalel pajeudisap Wody Jie Awouods dul-punos 991id JNoY SY Ul SapNoUl "ou| ‘pajwilun SASSSAPO

uojjewoju] Juepodw] — uoijeyodsuel) iy

*Jn0} 8} Jo uoiod pasnun Aue 1oy AjigiSUodsal [eloueul. OU SWNSSE

*ou| ‘patwiIun SAeSSAPO pue Y4INA BUl YUsAe Jey u| ‘sioBuassed Jaylo ay} Jo A1ajes Jo JuswAolus ay) Woiy S}oe8p J0 N0}
8y} JO uoielado sy} sasiwoldwod ‘uoluldo no uj IPUOD [BJUBW JO [BOISAYd BSOUM BUOAUE BAOWSI 0} JYSII DY) SAI8SBI OM
*SI1BYD[98YM 9}EPOWWOI. JOUURD SOLIBISUIN JNO 1B} 810U 8Sed|d "NOA 1SISSE [[IM oym uoiuedwod e Aq paluedwodoe aq Isnw
NOA S9SBO YoNns Ul {90ULISISSE [ENPIAIPUI J9JJ0 JOUUED 9M 1V} 1945321 M\ "UMO INOA UO S3Y2e0210j0W JJO pue uo 333 0} ajqe
aq 3snw noA pue ‘Supjjem Jo JuUnowe a|qeIapISuod e S| 818y *Ino} siy} ul sledioued 0} yyeay pood ul aq nok 1eyy 1senbal apm
Sanss| [e2IpaAl pue yjjeaHy

*Ajllenb 493190 10 SWES By} JO SUOIIEPOLIWOIIR SA[JRUISHE 103]9S |[IM OM ‘[910y B 93ueyd 0} Sh aJinbal

S9OUBISWINDIID UB9SaIo4uUN | "AIEeSSadau se sagueyod Alesaull ayew 0} Jysu syl anIasal am Ing ‘pauueld se sinoy Jno ajelado
0} Yoye A1ans ayew |im ap “sialjddns Juspuadapul JaU10 pue ‘saul] aSInJO ‘siallied Jie ay) Aq palloads SUORIPUOD pue SWwid)
2y} 0}193[gNns ale panss| s}aYo1} pue ‘sid1sdai ‘suodnod ||y *Aued paiy Aue Jo }nejap Jo aouaBFau Sy J0 ‘BJd1YaA Aue Jo 103)9p
BU} ‘SOXLIIS ‘JeMm ‘WSII0113) JO SIOB ‘UOIE}WI| INOYHM “‘Sulpn|oul ‘{0130 INO UIYIM JOU SIUSAS AQ pasned ag Aew jeyl Aejap 1o
“Quaplooe ‘sso| ‘egewep ‘Ainful 1oy d|qel| 10U dJe "ou| ‘pajwiun SASSSAPO PUe Y4INA dUL "SaAneIuUasaldal J0 ‘SjueAlas ‘sjuage
‘saafojdwa J19Y} JO J0 ‘SI0}0BIIU0D JudpUadapul 9S8y} JO SUOISSIWO 10 S}oe Alesjiqie Jo Quagdidau ‘[njduoim Joy Aujigisuodsal
1d999€ J0U |[IM 210J2J9U) puE ‘Sjuswaguelie Jno) Sulndas Ul sialiddns asay} 104 Sjuage Se AJUO SAISS S\ *|0J3U0D JNO Japun
jou sialjddns juspuadapul WO} SIJIAISS JOUYI0 PUB JUBINEISSI PUB ‘SUOIEPOWWIOdJ. [9)0Y ‘uoiepodsuel) seseyaind “ouj
‘payiwiiun sAkassApQ “panwil Apows st ‘iojesado Jnoy se “ou| ‘paywiiun sAeSSApQ pue ‘osuods se ‘Y4NA dUl Jo Aljigel| syl
Aypqisuodsay

‘anssial s,39%213 3y} yum
pajeloosse sagieyd 10 ajqisuodsal aq ||Im nok ‘papiroid aAey noA uoljewiojul 3031109Ul YHM panssi si 19421} aulle
ue JuaA® ay} uj "13puds pue yuiq Jo ajep InoA se ||om se ‘podssed inok uo 3} se aweu [eg9] ||n} 4noA apiroid
3snw noA uoneaiasal uodn -ainpedap jo sAep Qg ulyym pamojje ale sagueyd oN ‘uswalddns a|3uls sy} pagieyo aq
JIIM NoA ‘uoseal Aue oy ‘Aouedndoo aj3uls 0} Aouedndd0 S|gnop WO} S8BURYD UONBAISSAI JNOA §| "pasiueleng aq JoUURd pue
Auligelieae 0y 30afgns ale saguey) "saiued piiyy Aq pasodw saijeuad Jo saa) Aue 0} UonIppe Ul ‘93) dAlensiulpe uosiad Jad
00T $ e Aldde im -ou| ‘payiwijun skassApQ ‘@inuedsp 03 Joud sAep OE 01 16 WO UoNBAISSaI INOA 01 sa3ueyd Aue axew nok
J| “punyal ou :ainyedap ai0j3q sAep 0-6g [99ued (3aud Ino} Jo %G :dunpedap ai039q sAep Q€1 [99ued (aaud inoj jo
%0S :2inyedap a10joq sAep GH-9 |9aued ‘aoud inoy Jo %Gg :ainjedap ai0joq sAep G946 |9aued (a81eyd 0OZS 21N}
-1edap a10j9q 210w 10 skep G [9oue :sa3ieyd uosiad Jad SuImo||o) BY3 03 303[NS S1. SUOIR|[9OUERD 0} SPUNJSY "UONEIYIIOU
usNIM INoA Jo 1disdal s,"ou| ‘paiwijun SAaSSApQ uodn aq ||IM UOIIR||S0URD JO 81ep BAI10848 aU) ‘dll INOA [90UBD 1SnW NOA |

sagueyy pue ‘spunjay ‘suonjejjaoued

~ainuedap 03 Joud (S)aulie JNoA yum AjjoaJIp Wiuod pinoys NoA “awi} Aue 1e agueyo o0}
109[gns ale pue Ajdde Aew saa) age83eq [euonippy @oueinsul uonoaloid [aAel) pue Fuleasiysis [euondo i(Aep Jad ‘Usjaneny
Jad GT$-0T $ :saiHnyeld paisagans) uonaIosIp INOA 18 a1 YdIym 4030a.1q Ino| payiwiun skessApQ JnoA 03 saninjels ‘segieyo
uonedIuNWWod ‘agexoed Ajug pue e guiseyodind usym siajsuel} pYodiie {pal1oads Jou S|eaw pue ‘99IAIas Wool ‘Aipune| ‘sage
-19A9( se yons sasuadxa |euosiad ‘paisinbal ji ‘sesia pue spodssed Jo 1509 ageyoed Alupg puet e Suiseyoind usym aleply

99lid AnoJ uj papnjouj 30N

*SUoPUOY pue Swua] Suimojjo)
a3 Jo voueyde0de oA Sspussaldal uosiad Jad sodap 0S¢ e 4o awAed se ‘Alinjaied uonewloul Siy} peal ases|d

SNOILIANOD ANV SIWY3L TVY4INID



