
VMFA TAKE & MAKE
Celebrate the Ar t of India: Adorn an Indian Elephant!   
India is located on the continent of Asia and has a very large and diverse population. Sixteen major 
languages are spoken throughout the country, and many religions are practiced—including Buddhism, 
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, and Hinduism. Elephants are associated in India with clouds and life-giving 
rain. Elephants not only symbolize nourishment provided by water, but they are also associated with order 
and protection. One popular Hindu god named Ganesha is kind and intelligent and is often shown with 
a chubby childlike body and the head of an elephant! Ganesha is particularly popular for his ability to 
remove obstacles and ensure success in human activities. Create and decorate your own elephant below. 

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cut out the four shapes to make up the elephant body.
2. Cut along the dotted lines shown on the shapes (6 cuts total).
3. Slide your elephant legs into the cuts on your elephant’s body. 
4. Slide ear shape into the cut behind the elephant’s eye. 
5. Decorate your elephant by drawing a saddle and jewelry to suit a maharaja, an Indian king! 
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It’s your art.
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