VMFA TAKE & MAKE

Celebrate the Art of Brazil: The Queen of the Sea!

Afro-Brazilian people of the Candomblé religion gather on February 2 every year on the northern shores of
Brazil to honor the goddess Yemanjd. The festival of Yemanjd begins with an offering to the sea queen, made
by tossing blue and white flowers into the ocean. Followers of Candomblé, which was formed by the Yoruba
people of Africa, believe that this mermaid-like deity protects boats crossing the ocean. Fishermen seeking

protection and guidance attend this festival offering gifts of flowers, perfume, and soap to the goddess.
Many Yoruba works are in the VMFA collection of African Art.

DIRECTIONS

1. Color in the shapes below keeping the image of a mermaid in your mind.

2. Cut out each shape along the outside lines.

3. Punch out the black dots with a hole punch or the point of a sharpened pencil.

4. Line up holes by matching the numbers. Secure the shapes with a brass paper fastener or string.

5. Now your Queen of the Sea puppet is complete. Freely move the sections to position your Yemanji

goddess.
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