VMFA Resources ACTIVITY

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

TITLE Descriptive Writing in the Galleries GRADE(s) 6-8

TIME REQUIRED 1 hour

CONCEPT STATEMENT

Travel through the galleries and observe works of art. Our assignment is to write a short story that tells our readers
about our experience in the galleries.

OBJECTIVES

Discover the parts of descriptive writing through exploration of the artwork in the gallery.

STANDARDS OF LEARNING CORRELATIONS

Visual Arts 4.1, 4.3,4.13,4.24,5.1,5.5,5.7, 5.8, 5.11, 5.12, 5.24, 5.26, 5.28, 5.31, 6.6, 6.18, 7.11, 7.19, 7.20, 7.23,
7.26, English: 4.1 4.2,4.3,4.4,47,5.1,5.2,5.3,55,5.8,6.1,6.2,6.6,7.1,7.2,7.3,7.5,7.6,7.7,7.9,8.2,8.7

MATERIALS

notebooks and/or paper
pencils

VOCABULARY

Adjectives: descriptive words in the parts of speech which create a visual picture in the mind of a person.
Example: She has a bright smile.

Metaphor: is a comparison that show how two things that are not alike in most ways are similar in one way. A
metaphor makes an implied comparison.

Example: her smile is the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.

Simile: A simile is a phrase that compares two things using the words like or as.

Example: her smile is like the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.
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VMFA Resources ACTIVITY

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

OVERVIEW (List VMFA resources and other resources used)

Visual Resources

- Mary Cassatt's "Child Picking A Fruit" (American, 19th C. oil on canvas), 75.18
- Robert Rauchenberg's "Coexistance" (American, 20th century, oil, fabric, metal, wood and other found objects),
85.433

-20th and 21st Century Galleries
- Sensory Inventory worksheet
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VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

ACTIVITY DIRECTIONS

Welcome students to the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Discuss Descriptive Writing. What is it? Can you provide an example of descriptive writing that you have read
recently? Why is descriptive writing important? (descriptive writing

Descriptive writing is important because like artwork it can paint a visual picture in the readers imagination of what is
happening. Today we are going to practice descriptive writing by going into the galleries and writing about our
experiences. We are going to imagine that our audience as never been to the museum before, so it is important that
our writing be as descriptive as possible.

What are some tools that will help us make our writing descriptive? so that the reader almost feels as if they are in
the galleries?
Go over the following terms and examples

Adjectives: descriptive words in the parts of speech which create a visual picture in the mind of a person.
Example: She has a bright smile.

Metaphor: is a comparison that show how two things that are not alike in most ways are similar in one way. A
metaphor makes an implied comparison.

Example: her smile is the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.

Simile: A simile is a phrase that compares two things using the words like or as.

Example: her smile is like the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.

Warn UP
Next using a visual resource, such as Mary Cassatt's "Child Picking A Fruit" (American, 19th C. oil on canvas), 75.18
have students work through sensory inventory.

Sensory Inventory: use these phrases to help you get in touch with your senses and imagination.
It looks like...

It sounds like...

It feels like....

It tastes like...

It smells like...

Visit VMFA's 20th century galleries. Prior to going to the galleries, go over museum rules. Explain to students that
often Abstract Art tells stories in a different way. Because abstract art is sometimes not figurative - Looking at Robert
Rauchenberg's "Coexistance" (American, 20th century, oil, fabric, metal, wood and other found objects), 85.433, as
students to tell you what the story behind this work of art is?

Have students carefully look at the work and consider describing it to someone who hasn't seen it using the following,
prompts. Students may write down their ideas or this can be a discussion activity.

What? what do you notices about this work? What catches your eye? what stands out the most?
How? how did the artist make this work? Describe the materials
Why? Why did the artist create this piece?

Independent Writing
Have students chose a non figurative artwork from the 20th century Contemporary Collection. They will then have 10
- 15 minutes to write down their observations. Have them write in the form of a letter to someone who has never been
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	Concept Statement: Travel through the galleries and observe works of art. Our assignment is to write a short story that tells our readers about our experience in the galleries. 
	Objectives: Discover the parts of descriptive writing through exploration of the artwork in the gallery.
	Standards of Learning: Visual Arts  4.1, 4.3, 4.13, 4.24, 5.1, 5.5, 5.7, 5.8, 5.11, 5.12, 5.24, 5.26, 5.28, 5.31, 6.6, 6.18, 7.11, 7.19, 7.20, 7.23, 7.26, English: 4.1 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.7, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.5, 5.8, 6.1, 6.2, 6.6, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.9, 8.2, 8.7

	Materials: notebooks and/or paper
pencils
	Vocabulary: Adjectives: descriptive words in the parts of speech which create a visual picture in the mind of a person. 
Example: She has a bright smile. 
Metaphor: is a comparison that show how two things that are not alike in most ways are similar in one way. A metaphor makes an implied comparison.
Example: her smile is the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets. 
Simile: A simile is a phrase that compares two things using the words like or as. 
Example: her smile is like the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.

	Overview: Visual Resources

- Mary Cassatt's "Child Picking A Fruit" (American, 19th C. oil on canvas), 75.18
- Robert Rauchenberg's "Coexistance" (American, 20th century, oil, fabric, metal, wood and other found objects), 85.433
-20th and 21st Century Galleries
- Sensory Inventory worksheet
	Activity: Welcome students to the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Discuss Descriptive Writing. What is it? Can you provide an example of descriptive writing that you have read recently?  Why is descriptive writing important? (descriptive writing
Descriptive writing is important because like artwork it can paint a visual picture in the readers imagination of what is happening. Today we are going to practice descriptive writing by going into the galleries and writing about our experiences. We are going to imagine that our audience as never been to the museum before, so it is important that our writing be as descriptive as possible. 

What are some tools that will help us make our writing descriptive? so that the reader almost feels as if they are in the galleries?  
Go over the following terms and examples

Adjectives: descriptive words in the parts of speech which create a visual picture in the mind of a person. 
Example: She has a bright smile. 
Metaphor: is a comparison that show how two things that are not alike in most ways are similar in one way. A metaphor makes an implied comparison.
Example: her smile is the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets. 
Simile: A simile is a phrase that compares two things using the words like or as. 
Example: her smile is like the sun, and it shines on everyone she meets.

Warn UP
Next using a visual resource, such as Mary Cassatt's "Child Picking A Fruit" (American, 19th C. oil on canvas), 75.18 have students work through sensory inventory.

 Sensory Inventory: use these phrases to help you get in touch with your senses and imagination.
It looks like…
It sounds like…
It feels like….
It tastes like…
It smells like…

Visit VMFA's 20th century galleries. Prior to going to the galleries, go over museum rules. Explain to students that often Abstract Art tells stories in a different way. Because abstract art is sometimes not figurative - Looking at Robert Rauchenberg's "Coexistance" (American, 20th century, oil, fabric, metal, wood and other found objects), 85.433, as students to tell you what the story behind this work of art is? 

Have students carefully look at the work and consider describing it to someone who hasn't seen it using the following, prompts. Students may write down their ideas or this can be a discussion activity.

What? what do you notices about this work? What catches your eye? what stands out the most?
How? how did the artist make this work? Describe the materials
Why? Why did the artist create this piece?

Independent Writing
Have students chose a non figurative artwork from the 20th century Contemporary Collection. They will then have 10 - 15 minutes to write down their observations. Have them write in the form of a letter to someone who has never been to the museum and never seen the work of art. Encourage students to use sensory inventory and encourage them to answer "what, how and why?"

After students have completed their writing, the class will reconvene and students interested in sharing will read their letters. 

	Time Required: 1 hour
	Title: Descriptive Writing in the Galleries
	Grade: 6 - 8


