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VMFA Recognizes Healthcare Workers and First Responders with Free Admission to Treasures of Ancient 

Egypt: Sunken Cities 
 

 
Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities is on view at VMFA through Jan. 18, 2021; Photo by David Stover, © Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

 
Richmond, Virginia––Governor Ralph Northam and Alex Nyerges, Director and CEO of the Virginia Museum of                             
Fine Arts (VMFA), today announced that healthcare workers and first responders can receive free admission to the                                 
exhibition Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities on view now through January 18, 2021. 

First responders include 911 dispatchers, law-enforcement officers, professional and volunteer firefighters,                     
professional and volunteer emergency medical services personnel, emergency management professionals, search and                       
rescue teams, rescue pilots and divers, the Virginia National Guard, and members of other organizations in the public                                   
safety sector. 

“Our healthcare workers and first responders have been on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic, working                                 
tirelessly to keep our communities safe and healthy over the past seven months,” said Governor Northam. “We are                                   
extending this well-deserved ‘thank you’ from the Commonwealth and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and hope                                 
those who continue to serve Virginia so ably can experience this special exhibition.” 

“VMFA welcomes first responders and all who work in healthcare to take advantage of free admission and this                                   
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience the wonders of ancient Egypt,” said Nyerges. 

  



Among the nearly 300 objects featured in the exhibition are 250 works recovered from the underwater excavations of                                   
the ancient Egyptian cities of Canopus and Thonis-Heracleion. An additional 40 objects were loaned by museums in                                 
Egypt. Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities was curated by Franck Goddio, the director of the European Institute of                                     
Underwater Archaeology (IEASM) and organized for VMFA by Dr. Peter Schertz, the museum’s Jack and Mary Anne                                 
Frable Curator of Ancient Art. 

Highlights of the exhibition include a nearly 18-foot-tall, 5.6-ton statue of the god Hapy, the largest stone statue of a                                       
god recovered from ancient Egypt, beautiful statues of other gods and rulers of that civilization, and fascinating                                 
objects used to celebrate the annual Mysteries of Osiris. 

Healthcare workers and first responders should call (804) 340-1405 to make their reservations and show their                               
employee IDs or badges at the Visitors Services Desk when picking up their tickets. One free ticket is available per                                       
badge. Reservations for first-available tickets to the exhibition can also be made in person at the Visitors Service Desk.                                     
Reservations may not be available on weekends due to heightened visitation on Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are                                 
scheduled to help limit gallery capacity during the pandemic. 

Visitors to VMFA will notice several measures in place to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 with the well-being                                     
of visitors, volunteers, and employees in mind. Masks are required in the museum and disposable masks will be                                   
provided to people who do not bring their own. For complete information about the museum’s safeguards please visit                                   
the museum’s website at vmfa.museum/covid-19. 

Ticket Information 

The exhibition is free for VMFA members, children ages six and under, state employees, teachers, healthcare workers,                                 
first responders, and active duty military personnel. Tickets to see the exhibition Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities                                   
are $20 for adults, $16 for seniors 65+, and $10 for youth aged 7–17 and college students with ID. 

Sponsorship Information 

Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities is presented by Dominion Energy. In addition to previous exhibition                               
sponsorships, the museum’s Dominion Energy Galleries house one of the strongest public collections of African art                               
in the United States. 

Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities is organized by the European Institute for Underwater Archaeology with the                                 
generous support of the Hilti Foundation and in collaboration with the Ministry of Antiquities of the Arab Republic                                   
of Egypt. The exhibition program at VMFA is supported by the Julia Louise Reynolds Fund. Additional sponsors                                 
include The Reverend Doctor Vienna Cobb Anderson, The Lettie Pate Whitehead Evans Exhibition Endowment,                           
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Cabaniss, Jr., Sharon Merwin, Capital One Bank, Mrs. Frances Dulaney, Mary Ann and Jack                                     
Frable, Virginia H. Spratley Charitable Fund II, Elizabeth and Tom Allen, Lilli and William Beyer, Dr. Donald S. and                                     
Ms. Beejay Brown Endowment, Wayne and Nancy Chasen Family Fund of the Community Foundation for a greater                                 
Richmond, The Christian Family Foundation, The VMFA Council Exhibition Fund, Birch Douglass, Jeanann Gray                           
Dunlap Foundation, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Garner, Jr., Dr. and Mrs. William V. Garner, Hamilton Beach Brands,                                   
Inc., Francena T. Harrison Foundation Trust, Peter and Nancy Huber, The Manuel and Carol Loupassi Foundation,                               
Margaret and Thomas Mackell, Deanna M. Maneker, Alexandria Rogers McGrath, McGue Millhiser Family Trust,                           
Norfolk Southern Corporation, Richard S. Reynolds Foundation, The Anne Carter and Walter R. Robins, Jr.,                             

 

http://www.vmfa.museum/covid-19


Foundation, Joanne B. Robinson, Stauer, Anne Marie Whittemore, YHB | CPAs & Consultants, YouDecide, and two                               
anonymous donors. 

About the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond, Virginia, is one of the largest comprehensive art museums in the                                     
United States. VMFA, which opened in 1936, is a state agency and privately endowed educational institution. Its                                 
purpose is to collect, preserve, exhibit, and interpret art, and to encourage the study of the arts. Through the Office of                                         
Statewide Partnerships program, the museum offers curated exhibitions, arts-related audiovisual programs, symposia,                       
lectures, conferences, and workshops by visual and performing artists. In addition to presenting a wide array of special                                   
exhibitions, the museum provides visitors with the opportunity to experience a global collection of art that spans                                 
more than 6,000 years. VMFA’s permanent holdings encompass nearly 40,000 artworks, including the largest public                             
collection of Fabergé outside of Russia, the finest collection of Art Nouveau outside of Paris, and one of the nation’s                                       
finest collections of American art. VMFA is also home to important collections of Chinese art, English silver, and                                   
French Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, British sporting, and modern and contemporary art, as well as renowned                           
South Asian, Himalayan, and African art. In May 2010, VMFA opened its doors to the public after a transformative                                     
expansion, the largest in its history. 

The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is the only art museum in the United States open 365 days a year with                                         
free general admission. For additional information, call (804) 340-1400 or visit vmfa.museum. 
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Media Contacts 
Jan Hatchette | 804.204.2721 | jan.hatchette@VMFA.museum 

Amy Peck | 804.204.2680 | amy.peck@VMFA.museum 
Ume Farwa | 804.204.2702 | ume.farwa@VMFA.museum 

 
200 N. Arthur Ashe Blvd., Richmond VA 23220 
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